“Ghe Revelation of Gesus Chuist, ahich Gad gase him Lo shon Lo hio seviants”

My Approach:

This is a book that is meant to be understood by God’s people in all ages. Not only understood
but promises blessing on those who read, hear & keep it. The very first 3 verses proclaim this
truth. It is not intended for anyone but His people. It is God’s revelation (unveiling) that He gave
to His Son Jesus Christ, to show us, His servants, the first of whom to see, hear, and record it
was the Apostle John. Many say it is a book of mystery and confusion, far beyond our
comprehension, but our God is not a God of confusion, but of peace (1 Cor. 14:33). Wonderful
peace comes to those who hear and heed its message.

| approach this book as | approach every book of the Bible | study and teach. With these key
questions and very simple principles of Biblical interpretation in mind:

e Who wrote it?

e When was it written?

e What were the circumstances under which it was composed?

e To whom was it written?

e What did it mean to the original hearers? What are its themes, principles, context and
the meaning of specific words in its original language (Greek)?

We miss out on much and misunderstand God’s word if we do not pause to ask these essential
questions. Does this mean the Bible is just an historic document that only applies to the original
hearers? No, for it is ever and always the Word of the Living God, and is itself living, active and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing of the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart (Heb. 4:12).
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A short introduction to Revelation (From the English Standard Version)

“The revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1) was written by the apostle John while in exile on the island
of Patmos, just off the coast of modern Turkey. It was addressed to seven actual churches.
Revelation begins with letters from Christ himself to these churches, letters that include
commendation, criticism, and comfort. Then comes a long series of interrelated visions of
judgment on the wicked, all in highly symbolic language. The church is depicted under great
distress but is assured of the final triumph of Jesus as “King of kings and Lord of Lords” (19:16),
bringing to an end the rebellion of humanity and usheringin a “new heaven and a new earth”
(21:1) where God himself will reign forever and ever (11:15). John wrote about A.D. 95-96.”

Pre? Post? A? Pro? Pan?

Finally, ’m often asked which particular view of Revelation | subscribe to: premillennial, post
millennial, a millennial? | am not married to any. I'm PRO JESUS and believe He controls how it
will all PAN out. (He reveals all we need to know of how it will “pan out” in this book!).
Honestly, I've formed my views through my own prayer and study, translating words from the
original Greek, allowing Scripture to speak for itself and following the natural progression of the
text. The New Testament very clearly calls the time since Christ first appeared & initiated His
kingdom, “the last days”. The apostles all believed they were living in these “last days”.

A word of wisdom from the past
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dismissed. Tell me, dear reader, what good would the suffering and severely
; persecuted Christians of John’s day have derived from specific and detailed
predictions concerning European conditions which would prevail some two thousand years
later?” —William Hendriksen, Bible teacher, written 1939.

Who am I?

| share the following for your information and to simply acquaint you with my background as your fellow
sojourner in our mutual faith. | was blessed to attend Puget Sound College of the Bible in Edmonds, WA
and graduated salutatorian, cum laude in 1983. My double major was Bible and Preaching Ministry,
which included formally studying Biblical Greek for 2 years. Until the early 1990’s Becky and | served
churches as pastor, associate pastor (youth) and social worker in Oregon, Washington, and Oklahoma.
Over the years | have personally written Bible Studies on the books of Ezra, Gospel of Mark, Romans,
Philippians, Hebrews, and Revelation, as well as a course on Greek Word Studies and translation of the
book of 1 Thessalonians. | humbly set my heart to “study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to
teach....” His people as long as the Lord gives me breath.
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