Fhe Book of Revelution

Questions from Session 1: Orientation and Introduction

1. 1don’t understand:

7 churches
7 seals

7 trumpets
7 bowls

Any and All time

*In distinction from the Futurist/Pre-Millennia (see comparative
diagram below) viewpoint and the Historic/Post-Millennial
viewpoint (see below), this perspective looks to the applicability
of the entire Book of Revelation for “any and all time” rather
than confined solely to the distant future or only past historic
events. Essentially, that the conditions of the 7 churches, and
the resulting 7 seals, the 7 trumpets,
etc. are a continual cycle of human
history and God'’s actions in history,
until the end of time, described in
further detail as one reads further
into the book. As a person ascending
a spiral staircase in a column
structure (such as the Astoria Column in Astoria, OR), the higher one
climbs (reads through the Book of Revelation) the further out to the
horizon (final judgement) one will see. Revelation repeats the same
themes and gives more detailed descriptions the “higher” (further
we read) of the struggle that will extend until the Final Day. This is
the battle of Light vs. Darkness, the Church vs. the World, Jesus vs. Satan.
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2. Is the Great Harlot/Prostitute the False Prophet?

*We will delve into the symbolism and identity of these characters as we progress through the
study and approach the 2" part of the book, chapters 12-22. In short, no, the false prophet and
the harlot are separate & distinct. The false prophet is mentioned twice in the book (16:13 and
19:20) and introduced before the harlot, who appears in chapter 17. Of course, what these 2
have in common is their association with the Dragon (Satan) as his agents to spread false
teaching and seduction (“lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life” 1 Jn.
2:16, 17) to distract and prevent the world from believing the Truth. Their FINAL DAY is coming!

3. What is the Greek word translated “dragon” and where did the concept of dragon come
from?

*Again, more detail on this term as we enter part 2 of the Book of Revelation, but here are
some “light” tidbits for now. @

The Greek word translated “dragon” in our English versions is 3potk®V. So our English word is
a transliteration of the Greek. (Example, like “baptism” transliterates the Greek term).

Kindle Interlinear Greek New Testament: “Probably from an alternate form of derkomai
(depxopar) = “to look” “. The term occurs nowhere else in the New Testament, solely in the
Book of Revelation 12 times beginning in chapter 12.

Definition from Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament and other Early Christian
Literation, Walter Bauer, Editor.: “Dragon, serpent, a figurative term for the devil.” “Sea
Monster” is also a meaning from antiquity (Theological Dictionary of the New Testament,
Gerhad Kittel, Ed.) The term appears in other Greek literature such as Appollon, the Hydra
according to Alcaeus, Simonides, and others.

When we reach chapter 12, | will bring the reference materials | mention above to share more
extensively the research behind this term, and it’s use in the Revelation.

4. What is the Heritage Christian Institute?

Thank you for asking. Heritage Christian Institute was an idea | had in 2005 (July 4 to be exact)
for a learning institute or academy to advance Biblical and Historical Literacy among God’s
people. You will find it referenced at the bottom of my handouts. It is exclusively virtual and so
has no walls or physical location. It “exists” wherever | am privileged to teach the Word of the
Lord to encourage His people along their kingdom journey.
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