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*   Exciting news - Elsa Phillips 
got married! See page 6 

• Benevolence commitment 
card totals are at $19,100. 
Keep sending in your pledg-
es.   

• Mark Bryant has a BUNCH 
of recommendations for 
you. His article is on page 6.  

• Ministry Council minutes 
and reports are always 
available to you. Email the 
church office to request 
your copies.  
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Anxious For Nothing 

In this time of viral pandemic, despite being physically healthy, many struggle 
with a low-grade fear. Disruption, financial uncertainty, quarantine and even the 
prescribed protection of social-distancing weighs heavier with each passing day. 

Together with you, every leader and every new church in our planting network is 
sailing on a sea of uncertainty toward a land of New Normal. In these times, it's 

critical to re-frame our reality and fill our sails with the comforting words of        
Philippians 4:6-7: 

The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything 

Calm in the midst of this coronavirus chaos is in direct relationship with our prox-
imity to the Great Physician. Come near to God and He will come near to you 

(James 4:8). The point of this passage is clear and simple - if God is near, fear will 
be far from us. social-distancing is a wise prevention but spiritual intimacy is the 

sure cure for the threats of disease and even death itself. 

Despite the daily changes and challenges, as Easter approaches let's celebrate 
Jesus' Resurrection and the good news that:                                                                                       

the cross still promises forgiveness and grace, the tomb is still empty and                    
God is still seated on His throne in Heaven! 

             Anxious for nothing, George Johnson (CEA director)  

 

 

Control-click in box to see this excellent Easter video:  

April 2020  

ACC CONNECTIONS  

 

“Turning lifeless spaces into      
life-giving places                                       

through the power of              
Jesus Christ”  

Easter Sunday — Watch the Live 
Stream on our website, Facebook or 

Youtube: anacorteschristian/live.                                                      

-  Live Stream starts at 9:45 A.M.  

Prayer Team – Ready 
24/7 for you. Just a 

phone call away.  

Each week the prayer 
team members will be 

listed in the ‘All Church’ 
email announcements as 
well as online on the ACC 

website, “Watch Live” 
page.  

The Risen Way—A Message of Hope  

https://vimeo.com/405246753
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In The Body—Testimonies  

From Aaron Bryant:  

“I was out running the trails this morning during the transition be-
tween the rain and sun (meaning it was doing both at the same 
time).  It was pristine.  I kept thinking about our mission, lifeless plac-
es into life-giving spaces.  Lifeless to Life.  People were flying thru my 
head as that mission kept playing.   

I talked with a local non-church friend yesterday who has been at the brink of divorce with his wife 
since last fall and struggling with his kids crazy sports scheduling chaos that’s become more consuming 
every year.  It’s felt like a never-ending death spiral.   

As of yesterday, on one side his wife has lost her job, his portfolio has lost $100K, and his job is iffy.  On 
the other side he’s at home with his family consistently.  They’re eating together, working on projects 
together, connecting unlike he ever thought would be possible.  He really thought that ship had sailed, 
but then this quarantine happened.   

I’ve prayed for him multiple times before, and now he’s starting to wonder if God is providing a miracle 
opportunity to him and his family.  Life into the lifeless.  Certainly not trying to make light of the real 
pain and loss everyone is experiencing.  And still, this is a remarkable time.  The Lord is inviting many 
to live again.” - Aaron  

 

 

From Phil Madden:  

What a time we are living in now! Each new day, whether via e-mail notices, printed stories or talking 
heads on the TV we are being filled with more dire predictions for our future.  Yet, when I lift my eyes 
from these grim forecasts, I see morning showers (or hail), warm sunny afternoons, new growth all 
around and even beautiful evening sunsets.  Where do I fix my gaze?   

This time last month life was good, like Peter, we were ‘walking on water’.  Now, many of us like Peter, 
have lost our focus and we are sinking.  Yet we know the promises that we have been given (we are His 
children,  1 John 3:1) and the commands (“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow…. Mt. 
6:34).   What are we to do in times such as these?  As Paul tells the Philippians (4:4) “Rejoice in the 
Lord always, again I will say Rejoice.”  Well, that’s easy when times are good but now…?    

As I look out and see the sun beginning to brighten this new day I turn to Psalm 121 and read: “I lift up 
my eyes to “the hills from where does my help come?  My help comes from the Lord who made heav-
en and earth”   

Lord, I pray that you will help me to remain focused on you and that through these trials you will in-

crease my faith. - Phil  

 

John 16:33 - “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you 

will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16:33&version=ESV
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Small Groups  

Men’s Bible Study Fellowship   - Tuesdays @ 7 PM 

Jeff Barr is doing a great job of leading this small group of about 8 men via “Zoom” while another 
small group of about 8 men are doing the same study. The last couple weeks we worked thru Acts 
23-26. Paul is incarcerated - getting bounced up the command chain from one authority figure to 
another. Each trial setting gives him the opportunity to witness to the highest leadership/authority 
in the land.  Soon he will be off to Rome, the power seat of the entire world. Wonderful lesson on 
“how to witness Christ”.   

Regardless how humble or powerful the audience, the salvation story is the same. Paul speaks it 
specifically to each... “God DOES change lives”.  - Steve McLean 

Game Night & Visitation Ministries 

I have always thought my God given gift was hospitality!! Our current world 
situation really makes this a challenge. Of course, we are not able to grab our 
games and snack and wander over to the Fireside room for a fun night of 
fellowship. Solitaire just isn't beckoning me either. I look forward to the time 
when we can once again gather for game night.  

This is a perfect opportunity to connect with people you have not seen in a 
while and saying more than “Hi”, or “I'm fine”, etc.  I encourage you to use 
that phone or pen and paper and make a goal of connecting with someone 
outside of your home.  Several members of our congregation are substi-
tuting phone calls for in-person visits to some who normally are home bound 
with the callers being every bit as blessed as those called.   

Our family and small groups are using "Zoom" to visit or study. It is not a re-
placement for those wonderful hugs but at least we can see their smiling  

faces. I am also keeping Art very busy  Anne Kendall  

 P.S. The Live streamed services have been a huge blessing and I am so 
thankful for all of those who worked so hard to make it possible.  And I can 
hardly wait for the next Rhizoo Kids lesson. Thanks Aaron!! 

Children’s Ministry/Rhizoo  

 Aaron Bryant’s stories follow the sermon each week on the 
ACC website “Watch Live” page. Don’t miss them! Profession-
ally and brilliantly done and very entertaining. You and your 
children will be BLESSED.  



Small Groups  continued... 

Stacy O’Hagan with WOW  – Jesus, Alpha and Omega 

Right now, Women of the Word is studying Hebrews through Jen Wilkin’s book “Better”. We are just two 
weeks in, and I have already been so blessed by it! Our video conferencing has proved to be a great suc-
cess during this time of quarantine. There are about a dozen ladies devoted to the study each week. It 
makes for some deep conversations.  

Hebrews was written to a congregation coming out of Judaism into Christianity about 65AD (so roughly 32 
years or so after Jesus died and was raised). This group was going through the beginnings of persecution 
under the Roman law. The author knew the Old Testament well and it showed in his writing.  

The letter’s main focus is establishing who Jesus is. Look at the first 4 verses: 

Hebrews 1:1-4— In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in vari-
ous ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact represen-
tation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the an-
gels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 
 

Did you read all of that? Did you really take it all in?  

Jesus: The Heir of all things. Creator of the universe. The radiance of God’s glory. The imprint of God. 
Sustainer of EVERYTHING by the power of His Word. 

It makes me want to sing: “Jesus, Jesus, you make the darkness tremble! Jesus, Jesus, you SILENCE FEAR!” 

During these times it’s easy to get caught up in all the news headlines. But we need to turn our eyes on 
Him! He is sovereign! And His spirit is with us and in us if we call on Him to be our savior.  

This week He showed me just how He hears me and cares for me. I was getting ready for our Bible study 
conference call and suddenly an aural migraine came upon me. I was seeing lights in my eyes and I could 
not even look at a text on my phone very easily. I’ve had them in the past, but it had been a number of 
years. I asked my husband Tim to pray for me and then I lay down for about 5 minutes, closing my eyes, 
and praying that Jesus would take the lights away so I could function through the study or that He would 
grant me strength to work through it. I ended my prayer and opened my eyes and the lights were gone. 
Completely gone. I was shocked. I’ve never seen a prayer of healing answered that fast before. I kept look-
ing for the lights and they were nowhere to be found. Praise God! 

I want to challenge you this week to press into Him. He upholds the universe with the power of His Word. 
That means that He upholds you in every way. The power that raised Him from the dead is the same pow-
er that is in you. Thank Him for His strength and power and His 
Holy Spirit who brings comfort. 

Jesus, I pray for our congregation, that You would become 
even more real to us during this time of forced rest and reflec-
tion. May we grasp a deeper knowledge of You. For we cannot 
remain the same when we grapple with who You are. “But 
when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord 
is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is free-
dom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who 
is the Spirit.” -2 Corinthians 3:16-18.  Jesus, you are the Alpha 
and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Amen.   

In Christ, Stacy O’Hagan - Gather Women’s Ministry Co-leader, and WOW ladies group facilitator 
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Ministry Council  

All of us are acutely aware that our normal has changed for a time. The way we 
interact and relate has changed dramatically. But we should not have a spirit of 
fear or worry. God’s Word in 1 Peter 5:7 states we are to “cast all anxieties on 
Him, because He cares for you.” I am convinced that God is allowing this time so 
we may truly focus on what is important to God, and all of this is for our teaching, 
edification and His glory. 

That being said, it does not mean we abandon His desire for us to maintain and develop better relation-
ship. In February we had Vision Sunday. The ACC Leadership presented a new and descriptive vision 
statement, “We exist to transform lifeless spaces into life giving places through Jesus Christ.” This en-
compasses not only where He has been leading us, but it provides opportunity for us to learn, grow, and 
better serve our Lord and each other. 

Since we are now being more creative and flexible in our communication and relationships, we are using 
live streaming, emails, text messaging, video conferencing, etc. to stay connected. The importance of 
sharing needs, prayer concerns, and praises has never been more necessary. Keep sharing...keep pray-
ing...keep praising Him.  

If you would like a copy of the last Ministry Council reports, simply email the church office and we can 
email you those reports. And remember, if you are in need...email your specific need, prayer concerns, 
praises, etc. to me or the office. May the celebration of His resurrection bring us love, unity, hope, and a 
better focus on His grace, mercy and love.                                                                                                                           
              In His Name, Dale Clark, Ministry Council Chairman - daletclark1968@gmail.com 

Deacon Women 

I can guess that most of you feel the same way as I do – I am missing our on-
site church services and functions! We are all definitely going through an un-
precedented time; so much sickness and heartbreak as we all try to stay 
healthy and avoid being exposed to Covid-19; so much uncertainty that it can 
cause great anxiety not knowing when this will end.  

One comforting verse (and there are many) comes to mind: Isaiah 41:10 – “So 
do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. “ 

As we socially distance from one another, Sunshine cards are being sent to 
those needing encouragement for sickness and lost loved ones; people are 

getting visitations virtually through “tele-visits”; Gideon donations are being made on behalf of those 
who have lost loved ones; and also, no events will be held until the isolation has ended.   

New Member/New In Christ event the last Sunday of April is cancelled.  

God has really provided us all a time for “Sabbath” rest as Mike and Mark have been teaching. Virtual 
visits are the standard for now. Some of you are isolated alone while others are contending with some 
togetherness that may be stretching “patience”! It is important to stay in touch with family and friends 
and “do” for those who may be more compromised and fragile.  

I pray this finds you all well and safe. This will end at some point and we will all get back to our “normal” 
lives! In the meantime, capitalize on the time God has provided and seek His peace, while socially dis-
tancing of course! Phil 4:6-7:  “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and peti-
tion, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all un-
derstanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”                                                                                                 

May the Peace of God fill your hearts and bring you Joy! - Rebecca McDonald 

mailto:daletclark1968@gmail.com


6 

In The Body - Happy Nuptial News!  

Received Friday, April 3, 2020 -  

“Morning Everyone! Roman and I got married in a tiny outdoor 
civil ceremony about two hours ago! We’re planning on having the 

reception a year from now in Leavenworth 
in order to celebrate with as many family 
and friends as possible! We made the deci-
sion as we were looking at the pandemic 
unfold, knowing that we were already engaged, and legally knowing that things 
will be smoother if we’re officially married. We managed to get the license and 
have the ceremony performed in time to get our certificates before they shut the 
courthouse down for the rest of the pandemic. My grandfather was thankfully 
able to attend virtually. My sister Renae drove up and we had them on FaceTime 
during the ceremony.  

Much love to all of you, and prayers that everyone stays healthy! -                        
Elsa (Phillips) Klimchuk”  

Congratulations Elsa and Roman!  

Recommendations for You  

From Mark Bryant - (responding to an inner-office survey & sharing with you)  

What I’m listening to... 

Without a doubt the podcast “The World and Everything in it” by 
World Magazine is my favorite daily podcast. I also enjoy Focus on 
the Family podcast, Tim Keller sermons podcast, Andy Stanley Lead-
ership podcast and The Breakpoint podcast.  

Music...I’ve never been a big music guy. When I listen to music it’s 
usually anything that plays on the “For King & Country” Pandora 
channel.  

Watching...Besides slowly introducing my boys to certain Avengers 
movies, I don’t have much to offer.  

Reading...Personally I’m slowly reading through Psalms right now. I enjoy reading and journaling 
through it and letting go of my natural desire to impress God or someone else with my Bible reading. A 
couple weeks ago I finished the first Harry Potter. I read it for quarantine entertainment (it was free on 
my Kindle) and to check it out for my kids. I wasn’t that impressed. After all the buzz I expected more. 
Maybe “more” is available in the 2nd book and beyond, but I stopped reading a quarter of the way 
through the 2nd book because it felt darker to me and I was “witched” and “ghosted” out. I just started 
Francis Chan’s “Letters to the Church” with our small group and I’m sure I’ll start reading some real liter-
ature like “The Brothers of Karamazov” sometime soon.  

A couple things my kids enjoy… “Adventures in Odyssey Club” (this fills hours of their time). 

Reading Allowed books as a family—The “Green Ember” Series is one of our favorites as a family along 
with many other books like “The Rise and Fall of Mt. Majestic” & “Bomb: The Race to build and steal the 
world’s most dangerous weapon". My personal favorite family read aloud of all time was the original 
“Cheaper By the Dozen” book. – Mark  
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Missions  Faith Promise Update:  

Received to date:   11 cards totaling $19,100. Keep them coming!  Sunday, April 5, Mission’s giving was 
$3260.00. Thank you, Church.  

An Open Letter from founder, Jon Hagedorn 

 

Dear family and friends, 

Thank you. I say those two words with all my heart. They fall 
extremely short of the gratitude I feel for your care of our fam-
ily since this past July. We continue to pray that as we walk through the grief of losing our precious Erin 
and come to terms with the loss now part of our family’s landscape moving forward, that we will trust 
God with this painful and confusing chapter in an overall good story written by a loving author. 

Many of you have asked about our future with Family Lines, even whether we will return. Earlier this 
month I merged back in full time. The move has brought with it a mix of emotions. On one hand, it feels 
energizing to be back and continuing the ministry God prompted Erin and I to start in 2010, our family 
circumstances have shifted dramatically but our heart to see families strengthened and restored has 
not. On the other hand, I feel like a sailboat sitting still on the water missing the wind that once filled its 
sails and enabled it to move forward. Despite how I feel, I anchor in the promise that this is not the end 
of the story God is writing for our family and for His glory. He assures us that His “grace is sufficient for 
us and His power is made perfect in our weakness”, that He “causes all things to work together for our 
good according to His purpose for us”, and that our “suffering produces perseverance, character, and 
hope”. These are promises from our Heavenly Father. They are a lifeline to myself and my sons right 
now. Resting in His promises we stay the course with Family Lines. I feel the urgency perhaps stronger 
than ever before to help fathers and families fight absence, choose presence, and engage restoration. 
Before it’s too late. 
 
This past year was the first in our family’s history we were not able to send out our traditional “Merry 
Christmas” or “Happy New Year” mailing. There was nothing that felt “merry” about Christmas or 
“happy” about our new year. I decided to do a scavenger hunt with several surprise Christmas gifts for 
my boys, some were objects and others were experiences we’d share together. I needed us all to re-
member that even though we’d had a year of bad surprises life still held many good ones. That God was 
able to bring beauty from ashes and that we especially needed to tune in to that in the days ahead. With 
each gift they opened, I felt pride and love for my boys rise in my heart. I eagerly anticipated them dis-
covering the next surprise I had so thoughtfully planned and prepared for them. 

This feeling that a father has toward his children does not come out of thin air. It is an echo of our Heav-
enly Father’s heart for us, a heart He knit inside of us as His beloved sons and daughters and it’s meant 
to point us back to Him. In the same way I couldn’t wait for the boys to discover the next gift that I had 
for them; I imagine God feels the same as He walks hand in hand with us down this road of losing Erin. I 
have journal pages full of “gifts” I’ve discovered. Some have come in the form of encouragement and 
others have been sobering challenges. I want to share a handful that have meant the most to me. Fight 
the temptation to skim them. Take time on each one and let them sink in, they are words from our 
Heavenly Father. Perhaps you’ll find them helpful especially in these days when our “certainty” is being 
rattled in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic: 

 
 

Continued on pg. 8…. 
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Missions   - Family Lines letter, continued... 

 
Ways God ministers to me by evidencing Himself to be all He says that He will be in his written word: 

 “When we draw near to God” he does as he says; “he will draw near to us”. 

God’s spirit helps us in our weakness, “interceding for us when we can only groan.” 

God’s supernatural “peace that passes understanding” in trade for our anxiousness, is very real. “Jesus 
wept” and Jesus crying out “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. Please take this cup of suffering 
away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.”, are included in God’s word to remind us He 
knows, feels those emotions, and meets us in our pain and suffering. When I lack the faith that God will 
restore my own situation, the testimony of others sharing their journey of how God has done it for them 
assures me that He can and will. “The Accuser (Satan) has been defeated by the blood of the lamb and 
by their testimony”. 

“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

“Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic...for the Lord your God will personally go 
ahead of you. He will neither fail you nor abandon you.” 

Revelations God has given others that serve as guideposts for me along the route: 

God, did YOU do this? “No. But I can use it” - [J. Eldredge] 

There is nothing like pain to bring stuff up to the surface and expose where your hopes are primarily set. 
God will permit what He hates, to accomplish what He loves. [J. Eldredge] 

Will I follow Jesus no matter what? Not the system, the theology, or what I can get out of it. [K. Roberts] 

Why me? is a reflective question we often can’t help but ask. Why NOT me? is a better one. [J. Sittser] 

It is not the experience of loss that becomes the defining moment of our lives, it is how we respond to 
loss. It is what happens in us that matters more than what happens to us. [J. Sittser] 

“How and why God?!” are “hamster wheel” questions. You’ll turn them over and over and still have no 
answer, they keep you divided. The question that helps is “what now God?” [J. Rozell] 

“When the time comes to enter the darkness in which we are naked and helpless and alone; in which 
we see the insufficiency of our greatest strength and the hollowness of our strongest virtues; in which 
we have nothing of our own to rely on; and nothing in our nature to support us, and nothing in the 
world to guide us or give us light – then we find out whether or not we live by faith” [T. Merton] 

 
In case you’re tempted after reading this “highlight 
reel” to think I’m super-dad or super-Christian, think 
again. There have been many days of sadness, blame, 
confusion, and questioning God’s ability to come 
through for our family. But I rest in the knowledge that 
God understands, He’s patient with us, He walks with 
us. Ultimately what I find rise in my heart are Peter’s 
words to Jesus when Jesus asked him if he wanted to 
turn back and give up following: “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 

Thank you all for praying. My consistent request (for all 

of us really), is that we would continue to think God’s 

thoughts and dream His dreams for our future.   

~ Sincerely, Jon Hagedorn 
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Facilities  

Projects around the church continue thanks to some wonderful hands. These are the projects currently 
being worked on: 

1. Baptistery. The tank has been revised to be smaller which will be energy saving and safer. New fiber-
glass has been applied. Stairs have been widened for better safety. A new dressing area will be coming 
soon. Watch for this long overdue remodel to be completed soon. 

2. Toddler room. Due to growing enrollment in this age group the story time/Sunday school area has 
been enlarged by moving the window wall between the toddler's room and the check in area. This will 
be a big improvement for both teachers and children. 

3. Fireside Room storage. A new storage “garage” for folding tables has been made under the stairs.  

4. Wedding/Baby shower storage. A secure storage room for shower supplies has been made down-
stairs by closing off the old coat closet area by the Fireside Room with locking doors. This was a much 
needed and inexpensive way to keep items separate from general use supplies.  

New heavy-duty light weight folding tables have been purchased for use in the Fellowship Hall and Fire-
side Room.  The wooden folding tables will remain for sale to the church body for a while, then when 
able, opened to the general public. Cost is $20 each, cash and carry. Contact the church office if you are 
interested.  

Just like these projects being done "behind the scenes" at ACC, remember that God is also working 

"behind the scenes" to guide and encourage us at this difficult time. We are finding hidden strengths, 

compassion for others, patience and humility during these weeks. And don't forget humor! There can 

still be shared laughter. And what a joy it will be to finally get together with our church family again.         

— Blessings, Kathy Wright 

Romans 8:38-39   

“For I am sure that 
neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things 
present nor things 
to come, nor pow-
ers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, 
will be able 
to separate us from 
the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  

ACC Office email: office@anacorteschristian.church  - 360-293-3729 - 1211 M Ave., Anacortes WA 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A38-39&version=ESV

